Sunday 16th August 2020

Online Zoom service at 10 am.

Topic: Sunday Morning Service

Time: Aug 16, 2020 10:00 AM London

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89352985384?pwd=akx0Z0cyZzJBVVhaTFNuV2lkaWUwUT09
Meeting ID: 893 5298 5384

Passcode: 433436

Guardrails
Money Matters
Matthew 6:19-33

Treasures in Heaven
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy,[a] your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes are unhealthy,[b] your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!
24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.
Do Not Worry
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life[c]?
28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labour or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

Read Attached Sermon.

Questions to help you reflect

Guardrails are designed to keep vehicles from straying into dangerous or off-limit areas. They minimize damage by keeping us in the safety zone. But the highway isn’t the only place we need guardrails. 

1. Are you a saver or a spender? In what ways have you benefited from that tendency? In what ways has it created challenges for you? 

2. How much do you value generosity toward those in need? Based on your current finances, to what extent are you able to prioritise generosity toward others? In what ways, if any would you like your current level of generosity to change? 

3. During the message, Tracey, said, “You can be completely out of debt with money in the bank and have driven off the edge financially.” Do you agree that you can be financial responsible but still have an unhealthy relationship with money? Why or why not? 

4. Read Matthew 6:24. In what ways do you currently “serve money”? How do you think that affects your relationship with God? 

Establish guardrails around greed. The best way to avoid greed and irresponsibility is to give, save, and live . . . in that order. To begin, pick a percentage and give it first to a church you trust that is making a difference in your life and community. That’s how you guard against greed. That’s how to ensure you have money, but money doesn’t’ have you. 

Prayer

Heavenly Father, 
Your love for us is so immense, and so precious, our safety, joy and living is paramount to our relationship.  Thank you for that.  Sorry for when I have not recognised that.
Help me to be honest to myself, and hopefully to one other person today, on where I have not had Guardrails in place and I need them.  Lord I give you permission to prompt me today through the power and love of the holy Spirit.   In Jesus name. Amen.
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